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XII MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 

The Chairman of the Committee on the Scope of the 
Publications, Professor J. E. Spingarn, submitted the 
f olloing report in print : 

This committee, — consisting of Professors J. E. Spingarn, F. N. 
Scott, B. L. Bowen, C. B. Wilson, and E. C. Armstrong, — was ap- 
pointed in December, 1908, in order to consider the advisability of 
enlarging or modifying the scope of the Publications of the Asso- 
ciation. The Committee rendered its report at the annual meet- 
ing in December, 1909; the report was adopted, and the Com- 
mittee was continued in office for another year. In January, 1910, 
however, the Acting Secretary questioned the constitutional validity 
of one of the recommendations of the Committee; and at the sugges- 
tion of the Council it was decided to submit the question to a 
referendum of the Association. In this referendum about half of 
the membership took part, and the vote was adverse to the report 
of the Committee. 

A majority of the Committee is inclined to renew its recommenda- 
tions of last year; but as a constitutional doubt still remains, the 
Committee deems it advisable to make no report until the Union 
Meeting of 1911 (at which the constitution may properly be 
amended), except to ask that it be continued in office for another 
year, so that whatever report it may make can be without legal 
restrictions adopted by the Association at such Union Meeting in 
1911. 

J. E. Spingarn, 

Chairman. 

On motion of Professor B. P. Bourland, it was unani- 
mously voted that the Committee on the Scope of the 
Publications be discharged. 

The Chairman of the Committee of Fifteen, Professor 
L. A. Loiseaux, submitted in print the folloing report, 
which had been presented orally the year before : 

At the Princeton meeting, on December 30th, 1908, the Asso- 
ciation voted that the report presented then " be referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of the Chairman of the Committee of Fifteen and 
such other members of that Committee as he may select" (cf. 
Proceedings for 1908, p. xvii). 
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In pursuance of the above, the undersigned, acting as a sub- 
committee, beg to submit the following for consideration to the 
members of the Modern Language Association. 

The discussion of the report presented at Princeton last year 
brought out the fact that a number of teachers were strongly opposed 
to the existing list of text-books or to any list whatsoever. On the 
other hand, many others expressed the wish that the lists recom- 
mended by the Committee of Twelve, whose practical report has 
proved so helpful during the last decade, be kept and revised to 
meet new conditions and include later publications. 

In view of these two diametrically opposed opinions, this Com- 
mittee, not wishing to assume a responsibility which properly rests 
upon the members of the Association, has decided to outline three 
propositions and to request the members to decide by vote which, 
if any, they wish to accept. 

At the outset it was recognized that on account of the various 
conditions existing in different schools and colleges, it was im- 
possible to select texts which could be considered equally difficult 
everywhere, and for that reason the grading in the lists suggested 
herewith can only be considered as based on a general average. 

Furthermore, as the text-books available for modern language 
instruction are steadily growing in quantity, if not always in 
quality, it has been deemed inadvisable to attempt a general classi- 
fication which in a few years would become incomplete. The German 
system of grading all text-books is impracticable in this country, at 
least at the present time. 

To avoid oft-repeated criticisms, and for reasons too obvious to 
mention, the Committee wishes to state in the most emphatic way 
and to have it distinctly understood: (1) that the lists herewith 
given do not make the least claim to canonical authority; (2) that 
they are offered merely to be suggestive and helpful in the move- 
ment towards more uniform standards in the field of modern lan- 
guage instruction; (3) that the placing of a text on a list does not 
express or imply any endorsement whatever of said text or of any 
edition of same, to the detriment of other texts equally meritorious. 

The three propositions above mentioned are as follows: 

A. That new lists of text-boohs are no longer needed. 

B. That the appended list for French and German, made after the 

plan of the Committee of Twelve, be approved. 

C. That instead of the above lists, the few typical texts herewith 

mentioned be considered as representing approximately the 
grade of work to be done in each year of instruction. 
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PLAN B.— REVISED LISTS 

Elementary French 
An elementary Reader. 

Daudet, — Easier short stories.— Le Petit Chose. 

Erckmann-Chatrian. — Stories. 

Feuillet. — Le Roman d'unjeune homme pauvre. 

Foncin, — Le Pays de France. 

Halevy. — UAbbt Constantin. 

Labiche et Martin. — Lapoudre auxyeux, — Le voyage de M. Perrichon. 

Laboulaye. — Contes bleus. 

Lamartine. — Jeanne d'Arc. 

liavisae.~Hisloire de France, 

Lesage.— <?i/ Bias. 

Malot. —Sans Famille. 

Theuriet. — L'AbM Daniel. 

Thiers. — Expedition de Bonaparte en Egypte. 

Verne. — Stories. 

Intermediate French 

About. — Le roi des montagnes. 

Bazin. — Contes, — Les OberlL 

Chateaubriand. — Atala, — Le dernier Abencerage. 

Daudet. — La belle Nivernatse. 

Dumas. — Novels, such as Monte~Cristo, — Les trois Mousguetaires, — La Tulipe noire. 

Lamartin e. — Graziella. 

M&itmte.—Oolomba,— Contes et Nouvelles. 

Bernardin de St. Pierre. — Paul et Virginie. 

Sand.— ia Mare au LHdble. 

Souvestre. — Un phUosopke sous les toils, 

Theuriet. — Bigarreau. 

Yolta.iTe.—Histoire de Charles XII, — Zadig. 

Advanced French 

Augier et Sandeau. — Le Gendre de M. Poirier. 

Balzac. — Novels, such as Euge'nie Orandef, — Le P&re Goriot. 

Coppfie.— Poems. 

Daudet.— Tartar in de Tarascon. 

Dumas Fils. — La question d 7 Argent. 

France. — Le livre de mon ami, — Le crime de Sylvestre Bonnard, 

Gautier. — Voyage en Espagne,—Jettatura. 

Hugo. — Prose writings, such as Quatre-vingt-treize, — Les Miserable*. 

La Fontaine.— Fables. 

Loti. — Pecheur d'Islande. 

Maupassant. — Stories. 

Moliere. — UAvare, — Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme* 

Renan. — Prose writings. 

Sarcey.— Le siege de Paris. 

Tsdne.—Origines de la France contemporaine, — VAncien regime. 

Elementary German 

Andersen. — Bilderbuch ohne Bilder. 
Arnold, — Fritz auf Ferien, 
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Baumbach.— Der Schwiegersohn, — Waldnovellen. 

Bluthgen. — Das Peterle von Niirnberg. 

Eichendorff.— Aus dem Leben eines Taugenichts. 

Gerstacker. — Germelshausen, — Irrfahrten. 

Grimm. -^-Marchen. 

Hejaei.—L , Arrabbiata i —Anfang und Ende. 

Hillern. — Ilfiher als die Kirche, 

Jensen.— Die braune Erica. 

Leander.— Kleine Geschichten. 

Meissner. — Aus meiner Welt. 

Seidel. — Leberecht Huhnchen. 

Stockl. — Uhter dem Christbaum. 

Storm.— Immensee.— Geschichten aus der Tonne. 

Wildenbruch.— Das edle Blut. 

Wilhelmi.— Einer muss heiraten. 

Zschokke. — Der zerbrochene Krug. 

Intermediate German 

Ebner-Eschenbach.— Die Freiherren von Gemperlein. 

Frejtag.—Bilder aus der deutschen Vergangenheit.—Die Journalislen. 

Goethe.— Hermann und Dorothea. 

Heme.—'Poems,—Reisebildcr. 

Hoffmann. — Hisiorische Erzahlungen, — Meister Martin der Kufner. 

Keller. — Kleider machen Leute, — Legenden, — Romeo und Julia au/dem Dor/e, 

Leasing.— Minna von Barnhelm. 

Meyer. — Das Amulett. 

Moser.— Der Bibliothekar. 

Biehl. — Novellen: Burg Neideck, der Fluch der Schdnheit, der stumme Ratsherr. 

Rosegger. — Waldheimat. 

Schiller. — Balladen, — Die Jungfrau von Orleans, — Das Lied von der Gloeke, — Der Neff"e 

als Onkel,— Wilhelm Tell. 
Scheffel. — Der Trompeter von Sdkkingen. 
Sudermann.— Frau Sorge. 
U hi and. —Poems. 

Advanced German 
Fulda. —Der Talisman. 
Goethe. — Iphigenie. 

Grillparzer.— Die Ahnfrau,— Medea,— Sappho t — Der Traum ein Leben. 
Hauff. —Idchtenstein. 
Heine. — i)ber Deutschland. 

Kleist. — Michael Kohlhaas,—Der Prinz von Homburg. 
Lessing.— Emilia Galotti,— Nathan der Weise,— Prose writings. 
Meyer.— Der Heilige. 

Schiller.— Die Brautvon Messina,— Historical prose,— Maria Stuart,— Wattenstein. 
Wildenbruch.— Heinrich. 

PLAN C.— TYPICAL TEXTS, REPRESENTING APPROXI- 
MATELY THE GRADE OF WORK TO BE DONE 
IN EACH YEAR 

French 

1st year: A well graded reader for beginners; Bruno, Le lour de la France; Corn- 
pay rS, Yvan Gall; Laboulaye, Conies bleas; Malot, Sans Famille. 
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2d year: Daudet, Le Petit Chose; Erckmann-Chatrian, stories ; Halevy, V Abbe Con- 
slanlin ; Labiche et Martin, Le Voyage de M. Perrichon ; Lavisse, Histoire de France. 

3d year : Bazin, Les Oberle ; Dumas, novels ; Merimee, Colomba ; Sandeau, Mile de la 
Seiglitre ; Tocqueville, Voyage en Am&rique. 

4th year: Dumas fils, La question d y Argent; Hugo, Quatrs*vingl-treize,—Les Misera~ 
bles ; Loti, Pecheur d' Islande ; Taine, L'Ancien regime; Vigny, Cinq-Mars; an anthol- 
ogy of verse. 

German 

1st year : After one of the many Readers especially prepared for beginners,— Meiss- 
ner's Aus meiner Welt ; Bltithgen's Das Peterle von Number g ; Storm's Immensee, or any 
of Baumbach's short stories. 

2nd year: Gerstiicker's Gernielshausen ; Eichendorff's Aus dem Leben eines Tau- 
genichls; Wildenbruch's Das edle Blut; Jensen's Die braune Erica; Seidel's Leberecht 
Huhnchen; Fulda's Vhter vier Augen; Benedix's Luslspiele (any one).— For students 
preparing for a scientific school, a good scientific reader is recommended. 

3rd year: Heyse's, Riehl's, Keller's, Storm's, Meyer's, Ebner-Eschenbach's, W. 
Raabe's Novellen or Brz&hliingen can be read.— Selected poems by Goethe, Schiller, 
Uhland, Heine. — Goethe's Hermann und Dorothea; Lessing's Minna von Barnkelm ; 
Schiller's Wilhelm Tell; Freytag's Die Journalisten ; Heine's Harzreise. 

4th year : Goethe's, Schiller's, Lessing's works and lives. 

[Note : During every year at least six German poems should be committed to 
memory.] 

PROPOSED COURSE IN SPANISH 

The Sub-Committee on Spanish texts recommends that the follow- 
ing work in Spanish be done in a four years' course in secondary- 
schools or in a two years' course in colleges. The Elementary course 
corresponds to the first two years in secondary schools or to the 
first year in colleges; and the Intermediate and Advanced courses 
correspond to a third and a fourth year respectively in secondary 
schools or to a second year in colleges, except that there should be 
more practice in speaking and writing Spanish in the secondary 
schools. It is assumed that in secondary schools there shall be four 
or five recitations a week, for at least thirty-two weeks of each year. 
The Sub-Committee urges that in secondary schools the emphasis 
be placed on careful, thoro work, with much repetitions, rather than 
upon rapid reading. 

The comparative difficulty and the relative worth of Spanish 
literary works cannot be definitely determined, for readers do not 
agree. It is therefore with considerable hesitancy that the Sub- 
Committee attempts to arrange the works in the order of difficulty, — 
placing the least difficult first, — and to mark with an asterisk those 
works which are especially recommended for use in secondary schools. 
No attempt has been made to separate the texts of the intermediate 
and advanced courses. 

Elementary Course 

Grammar, with much practice in speaking and writing Spanish thruout the course ; 
and the careful reading of about 100 pages of easy prose and verse during the first 
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half of the course, and about 200 pages during the second half, to be selected from the 
following : a collection of easy short stories and lyrics*, carefully graded ; Juan Valera, 
El pajaro verde* ; Perez Escrich, Eortuna*; Ramos Carrion y "Vital Aza, Zaragiieta*; 
Palacio ValdSs, Jos@* ; Pedro de Alarcon. El Capitan Veneno *; the selected short stories 
of Pedro de Alarcon or Antonio de Trueba. 

Intermediate and Advanced Courses 

Grammar and prose composition or free reproduction once or twice a week, and the 
careful reading of about 400 pages of prose and verse of medium difficulty in the inter- 
mediate course, and of about 500 pages in the advanced course, to be selected from the 
following groups : 

(a) One or more of the following collections of short stories : a collection of short 
stories by different authors*; or the selected short stories of Palacio Valdes*, Fernan 
Caballero*, Pardo Bazan, Narcisso Campillo, or Becquer.* 

(b) One or more of the following plays : Tamayo y Baus, Lo positivo*, Tin drama 
nuevo; Moratin, El si de las ninas *; Larra, Partir a tiempo ; Jos6 Echegaray, Elpoder 
de la impotencia*, O locura santidad ; Nunez de Arce, El haz de lena; Calderon, El 
magico prodigioso. 

(c) A collection of Spanish lyrics. 

(d) One or more of the following long stories; Pgrez Galdos, Marianela*. Bona 
Perfecta*; Fernan Caballero, La Familia de Alvareda*; Palacio Vald£s, La alegria 
del capitan Ribot*, Marta y Maria ; Blasco Ibanez, La barraea ; Juan Valera, El 
eomendador Mendoza, Pepita Jimenez; Pardo Bazan, Pascual Lopez*; Pereda, Pedro 
Sanchez; Padre Isla's version of Gil Bias; Cervantes, Bon Quijote* (extracts). 

The Sub-Committee also urges that every secondary school in 
which Spanish is taught should have in its library several Spanish- 
English and English-Spanish dictionaries, the all-Spanish dictionary 
of the Royal Spanish Academy; one or more manuals of the history 
of Spanish literature, such as that by Fitzmaurice-Kelly, and Tick- 
nor's History of Spanish Literature. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. A. Loiseaux, Chairman, H. H. Boll, 

W. B. Snow, E. C. Hills, 

W. D. Head, W. H. Chenery, 

E. Spanhoofd, F. W. Morrison. 

There ensued, with regard to the three plans proposed 
by the Committee for French and German books, a dis- 
cussion in which Professors W. G. Howard, H. E. Greene, 
A. Cohn, C. H. Grandgent, Calvin Thomas, Miss H. EL 
Boll, Dr. W. Kurrelmeyer, and Mr. W. D. Head partici- 
pated. Finally, on motion of Professor A. Cohn, propo- 
sition C was adopted by a vote of 27 to 16 : 

That insted of the above lists, the few typical texts 
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herewith mentiond be considerd as representing approxi- 
mately the grade of work to be done in each year of 
instruction. 

On motion of Professor W. G. Howard, the Committee's 
" proposed course in Spanish " was adopted without 
debate. 

On motion of Professor C. H. Grandgent, the vote of 
the previus year, directing the Committee to "classify 
all modern language texts now available for use in ele- 
mentary and secondary instruction," was resinded. 

In connection with the subject of Grammatical Termi- 
nology, to study which the Committee of Fifteen was 
originally constituted, Professor W. G. Hale spoke on 
" The Harmonizing of our Grammatical Nomenclature, 
with especial reference to Mood-Syntax." [See Publica- 
tions, xxvi, 2.] 

On motion of the Secretary, the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation were tendered to Professor Hale for his interesting 
and instructive paper. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 

6. " The Text of Petrarch." By Professor Kenneth 

McKenzie, of Yale University. 

[A brief account of the transmission of Petrarch's Rime, and a 
discussion of the conditions attending the preparation of a standard 
text. — Fifteen minutes.] 

7. " The Queenes Maiesties entertainment at Wood- 
stocke (1585)." By Professor John William Cunliffe, 
of the University of Wisconsin. [See Publications, xxvi, 
1.] 



